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'ON the Part of the PxoPRIEFTORS of the ANGLESE A 


.  CopPER and LRAD-MixESs, to a Paper called an 


HOUGH it muſt be 8 to every judicious and candid Reader of the pretend- 
ed Anſwer to the Cale of the Proprietors of the Angleſea Mines, that the Perſons in- 
ctereſted in drawing it up had no other View but to throw Impediments in the 
Way of a Bill brought into Parliament upon Principles of Public Utility, and ſupported in 
its Progreſs by the real Friends to the general commercial Proſperity of the Kingdom, 
„ Without Favour or Partiality to any Body of Men in this or that Country;“ yet it is 
incumbent on the Petitioners for the Bill, to obviate the very few playfible and equi vocal Ob- 
jections thereby ſcattered here and there throughout this vague Production. 


By Reference to the Angleſea Caſe, it will be found that the Petitioners for the Bill have 
two diſtinct Objects, for Which they ſolicit a Drawback of the Duties upon Coals. The 
Firſt is, to be exempt from the Duties to which they are now liable upon Coals for ſmelting 
- their Ores. The Second, to obtain the ſame Exemption for the Coals they may hereafter 

conſume for working Fire-Engines.-—Privileges which the Corniſh and Devonſhire Mines have 
enjoyed upwards of Forty-itwo Years © n | Path 


Finding it impoſſible to. controvert the Equity and ſound Policy < of giving cqual Eu- 


.< couragement and Advantages, without Partiality or Diſtinction, to all His Majeſty's Sub- 
« jects engaged in laudable Undertakings, calculated to promote the Arts, ManufaFures, 
« and Commerce of the Kingdom,” the Compilers of the Anſwer have not preſumed to 
advance a ſingle Fact, or even the Shadow of an Argument, againſt the firſt Object of the 
Bill, that of granting to the Angleſca Mines a Drawback upon Coals, for ſmelting their 


The whole Force of their Objections is levelled againſt extending the ſame Indulgence to 
the Angleſea Miners, for the Coals hey may bereafter uſe for working of Fire- Engines. 


1 After admitting that the ſame Encouragement which has made the Corniſh Mines flou- 
riſn, ought to be extended to all other Copper Works in the Kingdom; they aſſert, that 
the Cornwall and Angleſea Mines are not in other Reſpects upon an equal Footing; but the 


only Inſtance in which they pretend to prove that the Corniſh Miners require Privile 
which the others do not enjoy is, the Difference of the Depth of the reſpective Mines; 


many of thoſe in Cornwall being one hundred and fifty Fathoms deep, whereas the Mines 


in Angleſea are not more than thirty or forty Yards: The Depth of the Former, they ſay, 
obliges them to employ Twenty-one Fire-Engines, at a very large Expence; whereas the 
latter have not one, and from their preſent inconſiderable Depth, will not require oe for 
many Years; therefore it is concluded, that a Privilege equitable in itſelf ſhould not he ex- 


tended to them, becauſe they do not immediately Want it. 
\ y has 7 - i 5 ; 1 . 3 © 5 8 * 8 , . j =”; 
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Independent of the Evidence given. before the. Committee of che. Houſe c 
the Petition for the Bill, proving that the Angleſea Mines cannot be carried on without 
Fire- Engines, the Futility of ſuch reaſoning is apparent ;— for the Privilege of the Draw- 
back, ſhould it be granted by the preſent Bill, cannot be enjoyed till it is abſolutely want- 
ed, the Expence of erecting Fire-Engines haps eas to their own Account) being fo 
heavy, that the Angleſea Miners cannot think of erecting them till they can no 178 5 do 
without them. And as it is acknowledged in the Anſwer, that when any Mines abſolut 
require Fire · Engines, the Drawback upon Coals- conſumed in working them ought to 


be granted, as it was to the Corniſh and Devonſhire Miners in 1741; What Miſchief can 
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ines, by one beneficent Act of the Legiſlature, inſtead of obliging them to make a furure 


Nes ariſe from granting both Objects at this Time, to the Proprietors of the An leſea 


Application to Parliament for the ſecond Object of their Prayer, which, beſides interrupting 


- 


the national Buſineſs, muſt occaſion freſn and unneceſſary Trouble and Fatigue ro the 


Members. 


It is allowed in the Anſwer, that the Interpoſition of Parliament in 4 74 | ted the 


Failure of the Cornith Mines. It is on the fame Grounds that a ſimilar Indulgence is now 
requeſted for the Angleſea Mines; and ſurely the granting it by Way of Prevention is 


to the Public, to be'overthrown for want of timely Aſſiſtance. 


* 


more humane and politic, than to ſuffer a conſiderable Undertaking, hitherto highly uſeful 


G 
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Neither can it be thought a reaſonable Objection to the Bill, that the Proprietors of the 


Angleſea Mines, after having been the Means, by a laudable Competition, of reducing the 


Price of Copper at Market, and of ferying the Navy, the Eaſt India Company, and the prin- 


ci 

ines were worked, ſhould have reaped a moderate Profit ;—for if by carrying the ſame 
r to a much greater Extent, in Conſequence of the Encouragement folicited in 
the Bill, 


4 ; 1 * ,, eipal Manufactories in the Kingdom, on lower Terms than it could be obtained before their 
EE they can ſtill further reduce the Price, and thereby increaſe not only the Exporta- 


tion of the Metal, but of the Manufactures in which it is uſed, they will certainly deſerve 
the Emoluments they may acquire. But they ſtedfaſtly deny that th 


| their Profits have been, 
or can be, immenſe or exorbitant, as is aſſerted amongſt many other Things equally falla- 


cious in the Anſwer. 


58] 


And that the Public has already derived great Benefit from the reduced Price of 98 


is evinced by the Petition of the Birmingham Manufacturers, preſented to the Houſe of 
Commons in Favour of the Angleſea Bill oo l. 
2 : 1 . 8 e ee Engl 


It is alledged in the Anſwer, * That if the Debenture is granted to the Angleſea Miners, 


the Corniſh Miners muſt ſtop, becauſe they will not be able to bear any further Reduction of 


and to bring their Metal to Market as uſual, and wich a reaſonable Profit. 


than the Corniſh Miners? + 


the Price of the Metal :* But this Allegation is not wy e by any Evidence whatever; 
but proceeds ſolely upon a Miſrepreſentation of their Expences, and a total Inattention to 


of W 4 calcining the Angleſea Ores in Kilns ; both of which are annexed: to the An- 


On the contrary, the Angleſea Proprietors are ready to maintain, that if the Indulgences 


| requeſted by the Bill are granted to them, and even if the Price of the Metal is by their 


Means reduced ſtill 15 per Cent. lower, the Corniſh Miners, from the richneſs of theit 
Ores, and other Circumſtances, will be enabled, notwithſtanding, to carry on their Works, 


But a Vein of Miſrepreſentation runs through the whale of their Pacer, which would "A 
rendered it unworthy of public Notice, if it had not cloſed with a Challenge to anſwer cer- 


tain Queries, which gave Birth to this Reply, and occaſioned the Introduction of the fore- 


going Remarks. To 


Anſwer to each. 


Ln 1. Is the Situation of the Angleſea Mines any Thing like that of the Corniſh 


Mines in 1741? 
Af. No, certainly, for it is much worſe, he Corniſh Miners enjoying at that Period, the 


Drawback upon Coals uſed in ſmelting their Ores, worth, on an Average, 13 4 per Ton; 


ſuch as were worth only 9 or 100. were then called law-priced Ores ; whereas the Angleſea 


Ores, on an Ayerage, are now proved to be worth no more than 11, per Ton. 


2, 2. Do not the Angleſea Miners now raiſe and refine their Ores at a much leſs Expence 


- 


„. The raifing, perhaps, may coſt leſs, but nor in Proportion to the. Difference in the 


Value of the Ores. The Refining muſt cot'conkderably more than in Cornwall, on Ac- 
1 , d 4% 05+. ine 


* 


F 
- - 


.. 
„ 
bl « 8 
* * 
4 U 
* 2 
"= v 
* 
4 4 1 2420 2 n 128 * : 4 85 
a If "2 b bs : R 8 « 
+ EO IIS r ME OT er ECL tr. M-2 fo land MI 
o 3 DONG r RN, p - 71 ok, Ny 4 el” mY 2 ats Ly 5 < * 2 1 A 82 * Is * N 2 if T5 - ha 


77 K. 


Fafa 


} 


8-A- At vi 


Nothing now remains but to quote their Queries, and to give a faithful, juſt, and candid 


3 


£ Years 1 


ſoon; but were it otherwiſe, it is no juſt Reaſon why they ſhould be debarred the Indulgence I A. 


leſs xpence than any 


dition to which, it muſt be remembered, that two Tons of the Corniſh Ore contain as much 
_ Metal as ave Tons of the Angleſea Ore. See the Account annexed to the Angleſea Caſe. 


ſtrongeſt Prejudices againſt the PEAR 9 for an . and impartial Act of 
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_ of the yr Expenceof Cartiage, which the preſene Duty on Coals renders dungen. 
a le. 


2. 3 . Is it likely that the Angleſea Mines will require a Fire Engine | in the Courle of | 


A. It has been proved before the Committee, that * may require thoſe Machines very 4 H. 727 


they ſolicit z. nor can the Corniſh, Gentlemen Www $o preyent it, en _ want to reco- 2n * . 7 
ver a » ee R FI 


FIG. . 94 


Gy Cannot the Angleſea Miners get his Coils cla r in en paying * Du- N 
ty, Kan the Corniſh Miners can get — being * the Duty f , 


A. By no Means; the comparative Prices annexed to their Caſe clearly prove they 
Cannot. f {1 


. 6. Ges the Anglia Miners carry their Ore to their Works at Lingged at a much | | 
the Corniſh Copper Companies can theirs ? | 


A. So far from it, that their F reight is nearly double that of the Corniſh . In Ad- 11 tn te 


: VN 6. Have not their Gains for theſe laſt five Years been immenſe, not to ſay exorbitant ? 


A. Very fas from i itz and it is rather aſtoniſhing, that the Author of the Anſwer to the 
Angleſea Caſe, who exclaims againſt creating any Prejudice in the Minds of the Members 
of Parliament, ſhould throw out a groundleſs Idea, abſolutely calculated to infuſe the 


the Legiſlature. 


In fine, the Angleſea Miners think it requiſite to declare, that they never had an Share 
in any Monopoly, neither could they be conſidered as one of the affociated Copper Compa- 


' nies in any other Light but that of bringing the Corniſh Gentlemen to agree to 3 fixt re- Lia 7 EM 
e the Metal at Market. 
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